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Farther  Confederations,  Sec, 

/ 

I  AM  accufed  of  having,  in  the  Confide- 
rations,-  evaded  the  main  point,  or  not 
fo  to  have  hated  it,  as  that  it  might  be 
fairly  in  queflion,  wherein  the  ir- rectitude, 
of  the  prefent  German  war  con  fills,  I 

fhall  therefore,  for  the  fatisfaction  of  the  Pub- 

/  ' 

lie,  attempt  to  fet  that  matter  in  fo  clear  a 
light,  as  I  hope  will  not  only  make  it  obvi¬ 
ous  to  every  man  of  fenfe,  and  reading,  but 
alfo  in  fome  mealure  contribute  to  eltablifh 
the  balls  of  all  our  future  meafures ;  and  in 
the  firfl  place,  and  as  incident  thereto,  acquit 
myfelf  of  the  charge,  of  being  an  enemy  to 
the  king  of  Pruflia. 

I  am  not  in  the  leaf!  doubt  of  his  finsru- 
lar  worth  as  a  Prince,  of  his  fkill,  addrefs 
and  gallantry  as  a  foldier,  or  of  his  virtue 
and  moral  character  as  a  gentleman  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  hope  it  may  not  appear,  that 
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my  attempting  to  evince  Tome  miffakes  on 
our  part,  or  in  that  Prince,  his  leading  of 
us  too  far,  fhall  be  deemed  a  partial  reflec¬ 
tion  on  a  particular  Character  •,  or  if  it  fbould 
be  fo  deemed,  that  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
confider  the  interelf:  of  my  country,  in  a 
light  very  different  from  what  it  appears  to 
many. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  may  be  a  very  good 
man,  but  what  has  he  to-  do  with  the  intereff 
of  Britain  ?  farther,  or  otherwife  than  it  ope¬ 
rates,  or  coincides  with  his  own  dignity  or 
views  ?  the  glory  of  an  abfolute  fovereign  is 
his  particular  concern  ;  and  the  honour,  in¬ 
tereff,  and  welfare  of  a  free  ffate,  the  con- 

t 

cern  oi  every  individual,  who  has  a  fhare  or 
intereff  therein,  and  I  do  not  in  thefe  fheets 
intend  to  lofe  fight  of  it. 

The  prefen t  war,  if  I  am  well  informed, 
had  its  origin  in  certain  hoffile  attacks  on 
our  extraneous  colonies ;  and  to  fupport  fuch 
boll  ility,  the  building  of  forts  within  the 
boundaries  of  our  rights  or  pretenfions  ;  of 
this  the  Americans  complained,  our  miniftry 
demanded  fatisfadfion,  the  French  Court  e- 
vadcd  giving  it;  and  ours,  as  the  fhorteff 
way  oi  reducing  France  to  reafon,  took  their 

fhips. 
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fliips.  It  is  true,  that  our  natural  ftrength 
in  America  is  much  fuperior  to  that  oi  F  rance> 
but  not  equally  calculated  for  war  ;  and  as 
the  lending  over  of  regular  troops  was  then 
thought  improper,  it  was  propol'ed  that  fuch 
captures  were  the  readied:  way  to  adjuft  our 
difputes. 

The  Court  of  France  was  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  opinion,  they  loft  Sight  of  the  injuries 
done  to  Britifh  fubjects,  and  named  out  cap¬ 
tures  piracies ;  but  perceiving  our  Court  had 
not  the  like  thoughts  of  the  matter,  as  per¬ 
haps  was  the  cafe  with  all  other  nations, 
who  truely  underftood  the  Itate  of  the  dif- 
pute,  the  French  had  then  recourfe  to  their 
old  plan,  of  balancing  accounts  by  attacking 
the  king’s  diltindt  dominions. 

As  this  was  forelecn,  and  not  ealiiy  guaid- 
ed  againft  without  fome  protection  on  that 
fide  ;  and  it  being  confidered,  with  great  rea- 
fon  and  judgment,  that  the  King  of  Fruffia, 
as  matters  then  appeared,  was  the  molt  na¬ 
tural  and  proper  perfon  to  be  adcuellcd  in 
aid,  a  treaty  was  propofed  and  effected  ;  and 
as  fuch  protection  was  honorably  requilitc, 
and  a  fum  or  fubfrdy  given  for  that  purpofe 

B  2  had 
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had  thcn  a  fair  Profpe<a  of  faving  farther  ex¬ 
pence,  670,000  1.  was  granted. 

It  was  reafonably  fuppofed  at  this  time, 

that  only  the  French  were  to  be  contended 

wnh,  and  in  that  cafe  fuch  fum,  the  troops 

If  .7uid  1UPPort  under  a  Prince  of  wifdom, 

I"''1.  and  °ec°nomy,  and  the  troops  of  the 
-electorate,  were  amply  Fufficicnt. 

Tire  Court  of  France  was  of  the  fame 
<Clpyon,  and  had  no  inclination  to  contend 
1ingP  with  a  formed  army  of  probably  bet¬ 
ter  men,  than  France  could  cohveniently 
■mg  into  the  field  ;  nor  could  the  French 
■ttitn  any  degree  of  decency  enter  the  Em¬ 
pire,  without  fo me  better  pretext,  than  that 
°‘  attacking  a  member  of  the  Empire,  with¬ 
out  the  lead:  appearance  of  any  caufe  relative 
to,  or  that  concerned  the  imperial  republic. 

Politicks  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  fcience, 
that- has  nothing  to  do  with  rule,  order,  or 
'/fic,n  ;  like  wit,  its  all  formed  in  the  ima¬ 
gination,  and  has  its  courfe  and  progrefs 
merely  by  accident,  and  fometimes  furnhhes 
out  fuch  Grange  events,  that  at  other  times 
are  conceived  perfectly  impolfible ;  and  fo  it 
happened  here. 

The 
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The  Court  of  France,  to  counteract  our 
treaty  with  PrufTia,  formed  a  fcheme,  that 
had  it  not  taken  place,  would  have  been 
thought  totally  wild  and  chimerical,  getting 
into  one  uniform  plan  a  fet  of  difcordant 
powers,  to  divide  amongft  them  the  territo¬ 
ries  of  a  little  Prince,  whom  they  could  not 
help  perceiving  mull  at  laft  change  the  fcene, 
and  affift  him  in  recovering  back  again,  and 
fo  perpetuate  a  war  in  the  bofom  of  the 
Empire  :  but  however  infatuate  thefe  powers 
were,  the  addrefs  of  France  thus  to  engage 
them,  will  make  this  a  very  memorable 
sera. 

I  mull  however  mention  one  thing  more, 
without  which  an  addrefs  will  be  allowed  to 
the  Court  of  France,  different  from  what  is 
perhaps  due  to  its  merit ;  for  at  the  fame 
time,  if  I  remember  right,  that  our  treaty 
was  made  with  Prulfia,  the  like  was  in  agi¬ 
tation  with  Ruffia,  and,  as  it  is  faid,  would 
have  taken  place,  if  a  trifling  penurious  mat¬ 
ter  had  not  intervened  ;  and  as  Sweden  is  ob~ 
vioufly  upder  the  influence  of  the  Ruffian 
Court,  it  is  no  miracle,  that  they  both  fell 
into  the  fnares  of  France  together.  The 
Court  of  Vienna  was  eafily  taken  with  the 

inter- 
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interchange  of  a  tew  paltry  ports  in  Flan¬ 
ders  for  the  rich  province  of  Silesia  5  and  as 

to  the  Court  of  Saxony,  it  had  much  to 
hope  from  inch  a  potent  alliance,  fuppofing 
even  reientment  and  venality  quite  out  of  the 
quedion.  And  here  I  lhall  oniy  beg  leave  to 
make  one  remark  more,  it  is,  that  however 
v  onderful  this  odd  difcordant  connexion  may 
appear  in  favour  of  French  policy,  it  is  at  lead 
equally  amazing,  that  all  thefe  powers  toge- 
t  he  r,  in  dead  of  dividing  the  territories  in 
view,  have  not  been  even  able  to  defend 
their  own. 

1  his  formidable  fcheme  to  didrefs  the 
Jving  of  Prudia,  and  procure  an  indemnifi¬ 
cation  by  Hanover  for  all  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  might  acquire  by  the  war,  was  very  fair¬ 
ly  Lia,  to  have  carried  all  that  could  poffibly 
have  been  expedted  from  it ;  hut  when  it 
nad  taken  place,  and  all  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned  on  the  point  of  feizing  their  prev, 
then  it  was  that  other  confiderations  took 
place,  the  King  of  Prudia  was  to  adt  early, 
before  his  enemies  hadcolledted  their drength 
togetnci  .  he  could  not  now  employ  his 
troops  to  the  defence  of  Hanover,  our  Par¬ 
liament  mud  find  other  means,  and  guaran¬ 
tee 
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tee  it  under  their  immediate  influence  ;  and 
for  this-  purpofe  an  army  was  formed  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  Pruflian  ftipcnd,  and  indeed 
there  was  need  enough  of  it,  as  I  think  but 
too  clearly  appears,  and  contrary  to  mofl 
mens  opinions  has  anfwered  the  end. 

Here  I  niuft  do  the  King  of  Pruflia  the 
juftice  to  fay,  that  his  dexterity  and  addrefs 
has  given  him  a  figure  in  Europe,  that  has 
never  been  in  any  fenfe  paralleled,  nor  which 
time  nor  envy  can  ever  obliterate. 

He  fell  upon  the  Saxons  preparing  to  in¬ 
vade  him,  broke  that  army,  by  which  he 
was  on  one  fide  to  be  attacked,  conquered 
the  whole  country,  and  drove  the  Elector 

into  Poland. 

This  true  ftroke  of  politicks  anfwered  va¬ 
rious  ends  ;  it  gave  the  Englifh  time  to  form 
an  army,  it  kept  his  enemies  tor  a  time  at  a 
diftance,  it  baffled  all  the  projedts  of  France, 
difconcerted  the  united  powers,  and  let  the 
whole  world  in  amaze. 

But  to  Ihew  that  I  will  give  this  argument 
all  its  Ifrength  and  powers,  I  lhall  go  yet 
much  farther,  it  put  the  French  on  throw¬ 
ing  in  all  their  ftrength  to  fupport  their 

plan,  and  thereby  fo  much  debilitated  them 

for 
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for  every  other  courfe  of  addon,  that  in  a 
meer  attempt  to  indemnify  themfelves,  they 
loft  America,  and  ruined  all  their  commerce. 

There  are  two  things  that  came  out  now 
plain  enough ;  the  one  is,  why  the  King  of 
Pruffia  attacked  Saxony,  and  by  fo  doing, 
inftead  of  employing  the  6;o,oool.  a  year 
in  proteding  Hanover,  it  became  neceftary  to 
his  own  defence,  inftead  of  fuch  protection  ; 
nor  do  I  pretend  that  it  could  in  that  cafe  be 
poffibly  avoided  ;  but  I  mult  on  the  other  fide 
beg  leave  to  fay,  that  upon  the  whole,  there 
was  a  ftrange  want  of  forefight  in  our  mi- 
niftiy,  a  defied  that  poffibly  a  hundred  milli¬ 
ons  will  not  avail,  and  then  refults  the  fol¬ 
lowing  queftion ; 

Whether,  if  we  cannot  with  fome  degree 
of  addrefs  get  out  of  this  war,  the  acquifitions 
we  make  can  be  maintained  ;  or  if  maintain¬ 
ed,  are  equivalent  to  the  expence  of  the  war 

or  will  in  any  refped  anfwer  the  main  end 
propofed. 

Again;  if  we  cank  make  peace,  and  preferve 
fuch  acquifitions,  whether  it  had  not  been 
more  difcreet  to  have  indemnified  Hanover 
by  other  means. 


But 


But  as  this  may  not  perhaps  be  at  prefent 
a  fair  queftion,  there  is  another  obvious  e- 
nough,  which  is,  that  if  we  really  intend  to 
fhorten  this  war,  why  is  it  not  profecuted  to 
effect  in  America  ?  why  capital  fhips  lie  idle 
full  of  men,  when  imall  cruizers  are  wanted 
to  protect  our  commerce  ?  what  ufe  we  have 
for  capital  fleets,  when  the  enemy  has  none> 
to  difpute  with  us  ;  or,  to  give  it  another  turn, 
of  what  ufe  is  a  great  army  parading  on  a 
barren  plain,  where  there  is  not  any  enemy  to 
encounter  ? 

This  throws  us  into  fome  doubt,  to  what 
end  or  purpofe  this  war  is  purfued  ;  for  if  we 
don’t  make  acquifitions  where  we  may,  what 
muff  be  the  confequence,  where  the  power 
is  rather  an  over-balance,  and  which  nothing 
but  perfonal  bravery  can  any  way  counter- 
poife ;  and  that  to  no  end  or  purpofe,  but 
continuing  the  war  at  our  own  expence. 

If  the  queftion  was  only,  whether  we  or 
the  French  could  bear  the  burthen  beft,  the 

French  without  commerce,  or  we  with  it, 

•  ~ 

it  would  not  perhaps  be  any  queftion  at  all  ; 
but  if  we  are  to  expend  five  millions  a  year 
more  than  France,  it  becomes  a  very  ferious 

C  ■  qu  eftion. 
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queftion,  whether  our  acquisitions  will  ba¬ 
lance  it. 

It  is  true,  that  our  naval  expence  is  prin¬ 
cipally  at  home ;  but  its  as  true  that  our 
taxes  rife,  opulence  grows  into  monopoly, 
the  middling  people  are  diftreft,  and  the  poor 
Starving,  agents,  contractors  and  money-len¬ 
ders  monopolize  the  current  wealth,  little 
ufurers  thrive  in  private,  great  ones  in  public, 
and  to  what  end  ?  except  it  be  to  Starve  nine 
parts  of  the  people  to  make  the  odd  tenth 
great,  treating  them  like  blind  puppies,  in 
order  to  fave  and  nurfe  up  the  favourite. 

I  do  not  from  hence  infer,  that  we  mull 
neceflarily  have  a  peace  ;  neither  on  the  other 
Side,  would  one  with  to  fee  war  carried  on  by 
theoldjokeof  doingnothing,  as  that  multafter 
all  our  expence  produce  a  bad  peace ;  what 
we  depended  upon  in  this  war  was  adtivity  and 
aildrefs  ;  if  that  fails  the  war  is  nothing,  no 
finances  whatever  will  fupport  an  idle  war, 
and  if  our  finances  fail  our  acquilitions  follow 
of  courfe ;  for  it  can’t  be  fuppofed,  that  our 
enemies  will  make  peace  with  a  bankrupt  na¬ 
tion,  without  a  general  reftitution  or  more ; 
and  hence  fprings  a  very  important  enquiry, 
whether  our  profits  by  commerce,  or  in- 

creafe 


creafe  of  dominion  does  at  prefent,  or  may 
continue  hereafter,  to  balance  our  expence. 

It  is  certain  that  our  commerce  during  this 
war  has  confiderably  increafed,  and  this  in 
fome  meafure  afcertained  by  the  improvement 
of  the  revenue,  which  fome  fay  is  near  two 
millions  ;  and  which  for  argument  fake  I  will 
admit*  and  fuppofingthis  two  millions  tohold, 
not  only  during  the  war,  but  hereafter,  con¬ 
sider  the  refulting  confequence. 

I  fhall  here  calculate  at  four  per  cent,  be- 
caufe  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  three  per 
cents,  will  ever  rife  to  par  again  ;  but  the  rea¬ 
der  is  to  judge  of  this  as  he  is  belt  informed, 
and  alter  the  calculation  accordingly;  but  by 
this  rule  we  can  afford  in  one  light  to  expend 
fifty  millions  more  than  the  French ;  but 
then,  as  fuch  fifty  millions  is  all,  or  the  moft 
part  of  it  a  foreign  debt,  our  national  acqui- 
fition  in  refpecl  to  money  is  nothing,  and 
confequently  only  improved  for  the  benefit  of 
other  people,  fo  that  in  the  end  we  are  juft 
where  we  were  at  the  outfet,  except  turning 
the  peoples  heads,  and  perverting  an  in  dull  - 
rious  nation  into  a  military  colony. 

As  to  dominion  we  fee  things  in  another 
light ;  for  if  we  purfue  our  advantages,  and 

C  2  make 
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make  an  entire  conqueft  of  the  American" 
iiL;  ,  this  coruequence,  if  we  can  hold  them, 
and  North  America,  will  plainly  refult,  that 
the  Fiench  can  no  more  difturb  us  in  that 
quarter,  fuppofing  we  can  fo  hold  and  adjuft 
our  conquefts,  as  that  it  may  not  be  as  in 
Nova  bcotia,  the  country  is  called  ours,  the 
inhabitants  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but 
are  ready  on  the  leaft  reverfe  of  fortune  to 
be  the  fubjeds  of  France  again  ;  in  this  light 
where  is  our  acquired  dominion  ? 


io  hold  a  country  by  garrifons,  is  worfe 
than  having  no  country,  Minorca  and  Gi¬ 
braltar  has  fully  evinced  this ;  and  tho’  it  is 
poftible  that  the  Weft  India  ifles  may  con¬ 
tribute  hereto,  it  is  not  at  prefent  fuppofed, 
that  North  America  can,  and  thus  having  a 
nation  of  enemies  as  it  were  in  our  bowels* 
be  every  day  in  danger  of  the  whole  expence 
of  the  war  being  thrown  back  upon  us. 

Men  who  reafoti  from  felf-intereft  and 
prejudiced  motives  neither  fee,  nor  dcfire  to 
fee,  more  than  from  the  prefent  a  train  of 
immediate  advantages,  as  perfonal  opulence, 
wealth  and  power  clofe  up  their  eyes  from  be¬ 
holding  diftant  rags  and  mifery ;  to  him  that 
is  railing  his  lortune,  the  beggary  of  others 
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is  nothing ;  but  men  who  love  their  country, 
and  are  hlefb  with  a  happy  benevolence  to  all 
around  them,  fee  not  any  reafon  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  war  to  no  better  purpofe,  than  that 
of  exalting  a  few  by  the  ruin  of  millions. 

It  is  true,  that  had  the  war  been  dilpatch- 
ed  with  as  much  celerity  as  our  abilities  gave 
us  means ;  there  is  much  to  be  faid  in  the 
glory  of  the  purfuit,  fhortnefs  of  time  would 
have  leflened  expence,  parading  armies,  and 
idle  fleets  confidered  as  ineflential  to  power, 
as  to  the  interefl:  and  welfare  of  the  people, 
and  its  difficult  to  conceive  from  our  late  in¬ 
activity  to  what  end  this  war  is  purfued. 

To  fay  that  more  has  been  done  in  this  war, 
than  ever  was  done  before,  is  true,  but  the 
glory  of  a  purfuit  is  in  the  finishing;  and 
it  would  pleafe  us  at  leaft  to  And  that  jefting 
in  the  conclufion,  is  not  turning  earned:  into 
jell,  how  far  my  maxim  may  feem  true  to 
many  I  don’t  pretend  toknow,  but  my  plain  opi¬ 
nion  is,  that  however  a  man  may  fet  out  with 
dexterity  and  add  refs  in  any  cafe,  if  he  does 
not  purfue  it  in  the  like  manner,  he  had  bet¬ 
ter  never  have  begun  ;  difgrace  is  ever  at  the 
tail  of  glory,  and  when  one  quits,  the  other 
afl'umes  the  throne. 

np 
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I  o  confider  this  war,  then,  its  intention, 
progrefs  and  end,  or  what  we  wifh  the  end  to 
be,  we  may  fairly  fay,  we  fet  out  at  firft  with 
intention  to  do  ourfelves  the  juftice  refufed  us 
bv  France ;  the  French  Court  faw  it  in  ano¬ 
ther  light,  and  conceived  us  aiming  at  acqui- 
fitions.  Our  fchemes  feemed  evidently  form¬ 
ed  to  that  end,  thofe  of  France  to  counter- 
ad  us ;  our  preparations  were  great,  the 
fchemes  of  France  much  deeper  than  we  ap¬ 
prehended;  a  mere  defign  on  Hanover  but 
part,  but  the  ruin  of  him  aimed  at  who  un¬ 
dertook  to  proted  it ;  we  fay  this  is  all  owing 
to  the  French  molefting  our  colonies  in  time 
of  peace ;  they,  that  it  was  only  maintaining 
their  right;  it  is  not  much  to  the  purpofe, 
as  the  difpute  is  not  in  every  refped  clearJv 
determinate  ;  I  doubt  not,  but  it  appeared  to 
our  miniftry  what  were  the  French  views  in 
furrounding  our  colonies  with  forts,  and 
fetting  the  Indians  to  murther  our  people; 
the  French  make  no  complaint  againft  us  of 
the  like  nature,  and  fo  far  we  were  plainly 
in  the  right ;  and  to  prevent  this  purfuit  of 
the  French  we  took  their  fhipping,  to  be 
returned  again  on  fatisfadion,-  fuch  fatisfac- 
ladion  was  not  made,  fj  they  were  fold  or 
deftroyed.  Pre- 
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Prefuming  the  premises  true,  this  mult 
be  allowed  but  equal  dealing  ;  fome  may  fay, 
but  why  this  method,  it  being  at  the  fame 
time  urged,  that  our  colonies  were  more  than 
fufficiently  able  to  have  done  themfelves  ju- 
ftice,  and  that  the  more  regular  method  would 
have  been  to  have  carried  on  the  war  there 
without  interruption  of  commerce  on  either 
lide. 

This  fuppofes  it  probable,  that  had  the 
war  been  fo  carried  on,  the  French  had  only 
attended  to  that,  and  never  thought  of  Ha¬ 
nover,  the  plan  for  diftreffing  the  King  of 
Pruflia  never  dreamt  of,  and  this  expensive 
German  war  never  taken  place. 

But  as  this  is  only  a  fuppolition  in  theory, 
and  has  no  foundation  in  certain  knowledge, 
it  is  however  true,  that  the  fate  of  things 
has  been  very  favourable  to  us  on  the  inter¬ 
change,  and  is  now  carried  fo  far,  as  to  bring 
us  to  fome  determinate  point. 

This  is  to  confider  how  far  we  ought  to 
avail  ourfelves  of  the  prefent  advantage,  not 

only  making  good  our  expences  in  the  pre- 
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fent,  but  likewife  preventing  in  the  future 
any  occafion  for  fuch  like  expence,  or  hav¬ 
ing  any  thing  material  to  do  with  Germany. 

The 
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The  fir  ft  confideration  is  very  plain,  that 
we  and  the  French  can  never  be  good  neigh¬ 
bours  any  where ;  therefore  if  our  power 
can  eftetft  it,  we  fliould  not  fuffer  them  to 
be  our  neighbours  any  where  but  at  home, 
where  we  can  be  ever  attentive  to  their  mo¬ 
tions. 

Our  Colonifts  wherever  feated,  if  not  pu- 
filanimous,  are  a  people,  that  avarice  rather 
than  war  governs  and  directs  ;  the  French 
perhaps  have  more  military  fkill  than  in- 
duftry,  or  being  as  feated  in  North  America 
unable  to  make  much  of  their  lands,  natu¬ 
rally  turn  their  talents  to  other  kind  of  ac¬ 
tion,  and  finding  their  Britifh  neighbours 
wholly  intent  on  purfuing  induftry,  inter¬ 
cept  their  trade,  incite  the  Indians  to  quar¬ 
rel  with  them,  and  in  concert  do  every  adt 
in  peace  that  they  might  do  in  war,  and  fo 
make  it  neceftary  that  every  proper  method 
Ihould  be  taken,  not  only  to  feparate  them 
from  the  government  of  France,  but  from 
French  principles. 

French  politicks  catch  at  every  thing,  it 
feeks  its  relources  every  where ;  and  when 
we  permitted  them  to  fit  down  by  us  in 
America,  the  like  error  was  committed  as 

that 
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that  of  the  Ifraelites  when  they  entered  Pa» 
leftine,  it  being  true  policy,  that  a  deter¬ 
mined  enemy  fhould  either  be  totally  fub- 
dued,  or  exterminated ■,  but  it  is  very  grofs 
to  permit  them  to  feat  themfelves  on  the 
margin  of  infant  colonies,  where,  tho’  they 
can’t  like  lions  deftroy,  they  can  like  knats 
and  fleas  teize  and  perplex. 

Our  fate  is  the  fame  in  Germany,  tho’  re- 
fulting  from  a  different  caufe.  The  king’s 
dominions  there,  ans  equally  marked  out  by 
French  politicks  to  perplex  us,  fenfible  that 
we  have  honour  and  power  enough  to  defend 
them ;  it  is  their  game  to  attack  our  weak 
fide,  and  to  make  us  play  off  all  our  advan¬ 
tages  againfl:  what  is  really  of  no  confequencc 
in  itlelf,  either  to  the  King,  his  fubje&s 
there,  or  to  this  nation.  For  I  conceive, 
that  as  by  fituation  we  cannot  have  any  na¬ 
tural  connexion,  nor  can  in  any  fenfe  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  fame  people,  that  neither  ought 
to  fuffer,  or  be  involved  in  wars  or  troubles 
for  what  only  concerns  the  other,  and  that 
private  afliftance  is  the  moft  that  ought  on 
either  fide  to  be  expefted ;  yet  is  fuch  the 
prefent  date  of  things,  and  the  French  fo 
clearly  perceive  their  advantage  herein,  that. 

D  unlefs 


[  *8  ] 

unleis  fome  mean  could  be  found  to  disjoin 
this  incoherent  coherence,  our  wars  for  ought 
t  can  fee  mud  be  immortal, 

befldes  this  lingular  difference 
between  our  being  plagued  with  thefe  fum- 
mer  hies  the  French  in  America  and  Ger¬ 
many  ;  that  in  the  former  our  expence  re¬ 
turns  back  again  perhaps  with  improvement, 
in  the  latter  it  is  all  expence  to  no  purpofe, 
and  tne  drain  upon  us  perpetual  ;  in  Ame¬ 
rica  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  eradicate  the 
enemy,  but  in  Germany  they  will  be  ever 
the  jlrongeft,  fo  that  our  convenience  on  one 
fide  is  balanced  by  the  fituation  on  the  other, 
and  were  Hanover  a  part  of  the  Britifh  do¬ 
minion^,  our  fuperiority  as  a  naval  people  in 
this  refpedt  totally  eluded. 

It  feems  then  that  there  are  too  requifite 
points  to  be  ferioufly  attended  to ;  the  one 
is  to  find  fome  means  of  feparating  our  ho- 
noiary  connexion  with  Hanover,  or  the  put- 
ting  of  our  affairs  in  America  on  fuch  foot¬ 
ing,  as  that  we  may  have  but  one  kind  of 
war  to  attend  ;  therefore  if  continental  .con¬ 
nexions  be  requifite,  it  fhould  be  reduced  to 
a  plain  ifi'ue,  and  the  event  be,  that  either 
F  ranee  fhould  be  bound  up  at  home,  or  Bri- 

•  -tain 
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tain  totally  di 'levered  from  any  fuch  connexi¬ 
on,  which  may  he  the  event,  if  pudied  to 
a  ends,  ,1  am  not  wife  enough  to  determine, 
nor  much  concerned  about,  but!  am,  and  every 
Briton  is,  that  our  continental  wars  diould 
not  be  immortal ;  and  wherein  the  king’s  dif- 
tin&  fubjeds,  and  thofe  of  thefe  nations, 
equally  inner,  and  I  believe  equally  agree, 
that  even  an  honorary  connexion  is  mutually 
our  dibnteied,  and  confequently  in  wifhing  to 

fee  fome  meafure  purified  for  our  mutual 
benefit. 

honour,  i  confefs,  is  a  more  important 
matter,  than  the  run  of  mankind  generally 
apprehend,  it  is  io  nearly  related  to  in terclf , 
and  fo  complicately  blended  with  it,  that  the 
lead  (lain  in  the  one,  is  apt  to  taint  the  o- 
thei ,  ann  when  one  dies,  the  other  rarely 
furvives  long  after.  Honour  in  a  date  is  the 
lame  or  like  as  credit  in  trade,  and  as  one 
makes  the  merchant  rich,  the  other  makes 
the  nation  great  and  revered  ;  and  tho’  this 
honour  feems  to  center  only  in  the  prince, 
it  didufes  fo  univerfal  a  glory,  that  each  in¬ 
dividual  participates  of  its  radiance ;  it 
not  only  dimes,  but  blends,  and  commu¬ 
nicates,  fo  that  whatever  man,  or  whatever 

2  date 
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ftate  is  honoured,  the  intereil  and  influence 
will  florilh  proportinatc ;  therefore  while  we 
are  under  honorary  engagements  in  favour  of 
Pruflia  or  Hanover,  or  any  other  alliance,  it 
is  our  interefl:  to  behave  properly;  but  no 
man  will  hence  conceive,  that  we  are  to 
keep  armies  on  foot  to  no  purpofe  eternally. 

Thus  it  becomes  a  plain  queftion,  why  do 
not  thefe  fautors  for  continental  meafures, 
and  the  honour  of  their  King  and  country, 
proceed  with  as  much  activity  and  addrefs  as 
they  fet  out  ?— they  can’t  pretend  as  in  for¬ 
mer  wars  the  want  of  money,  that  has  been 
poured  into  their  hands,  with  immenfe  pro- 
fufion. — It  does  not  appear,  that  any  one  ob- 
ltrufts  their  meafures  at  home,  or  that  the 
French  are  too  flrong  for  us  abroad ;  no  one 
impediment  feems  to  lie  in  their  way,  and 
vet  the  war  grows  taint  and  fickly;  no  one 
"will  deny,  but  the  miniftry  have  done  great 
things  almoft  meriting  immortality;  but  why 
or  for  what  reafon  we  are  in  the  prefent  lan¬ 
guid  ftate,  and  all  our  former  glory  droop- 
in?  into  defuctude,  while  not  only  arts  and 
arms,  but  even  providence  feems  to  declare 
i:i  our  favour,  is  a  matter,  that  confidering 
how  the  run  of  the  people  are  circumftanced, 

com- 
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commands  a  very  feriousinquifttion,  andfuch  a 
one  as  willnot  bear  being  flattered  or  eluded. 

As  we  entered  into  this  war  for  fomething, 
it  is  expedient  that  we  fhould  continue  it 
with  fome  meaning ;  this  profpedt  has  made 
immenfe  fums  feem  trifles,  as  they  would 
really  be,  if  the  end  prefumed  was  attended 
to  ;  the  general  notion,  and  I  believe  a  very 
juft  one,  v/as,  that  this  war  was  in  eflfedt  to 
put  an  end  to  all  war,  by  a  general  eradica¬ 
tion  of  the  French  power  in  America,  the 
purfuit  fo  far  as  it  was  carried  fucceeded  be¬ 
yond  our  warmeft  hopes,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
hopes  of  thofe,  who  had  never  calculated  the 
ftrength  and'  power  of  Britain  when  judici- 
oufly  exerted,  and  as  we  had  been  plagued 
for  ages,  with  the  alternatives  of  war  and 
peace,  that  is  to  fay,  with  peaceful  wars  and 
warlike  peace’s ;  that  like  the  fun  and  moon 
feemed  to  move  on  in  their  refpedtive  ordci 
and  rotations,  and  had  got  near  eighty  mil¬ 
lions  in  debt  by  playing  the  fool,  it  was  not 
thought  amifs,  that  if  one  bold  puflx  could 
put  an  end  to  this  kind  of  miniftenal  diver- 
flon,  we  might  at  one  expence  become  a 

peaceable  and  happy  people. 


This 
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dream  of  .he  true  caufe,  forae  that  the  mi- 
mftry  are  traverfed,  feme  that  the  French 
are  p  aymg  off  an  underhand  game,  and  feme 

cries  Z,t ,  g‘VCS  the  ^  and 

All  thefe,  either,  or  neither,  may  be  true 
01  any  thing  I  know,  or  pretend  to  know  of 

16  matter’  but  lts  PIain  the  remora  is  fornc- 
u'tere,  that  the  M  twelve  millions  has  in 
c  ect  done  nothing,  and  fee  ms  to  be  brino-- 
-  us  back  to  that  £ hilly  finally  date  that  we 
nave  been  labouring  in  for  ages,  and  made  us 
to  much  the  difregard  of  thofe  powers,  by 
whom  we  fhould  have  otherwife  been  rever¬ 
ed,  that  they  confidered  it  as  of  no  confe 
quence,  into  what  a  date  of  pufilanimity 
they  held  us  out  to  the  view  of  the  political 
world  j  our  minidry  fo  fond  of  peace,  fo 
dilconcerted  in  themfelves,  or  fo  weak  in 
their  political  characters,  that  we  hardly  knew 
any  diderence  between  peace  and  war,  but  in 
the  names;  one  difpofed  us  to  makefoverewns 
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for  him  in  Italy,  one  other  to  fuffer-  our  Co- 
lonifts  to  be  butchered  by  favages,  another 
prohibited  our  trade,  and  more  perhaps  ad¬ 
mired  on  what  principles  we  founded  our 
notions  of  making  other  nations  great  at  our 
own  expence,  -perpetuated  wars  in  the  name 

of  peace,  and  were  at  once  great,  powerful, 
weak  and  difregarded. 

A  fate  like  this  was  no  doubt  fuperemi- 
nently  ridiculous,  when  a  man  rofe  to  rec¬ 
tify  this  evident  lolecifm,  to  reduce  our  af¬ 
fairs  into  fomething  like  a  hate  of  common 
fenfe,  and  to  evince  what  all  mankind  knew 
before,  that  our  power  and  influence,  how¬ 
ever  too  much  for  the  management  of  thofe 
into  whofe  hands  it  was  committed,  was 
neverthelefs  fubfifting  inherent,  and  was  on¬ 
ly  like  a  fine  horfe,  that  none  underhood 
his  pre-eminence,  but  fuch  as  were  mahers 
of  the  menage ;  the  nation  approv’d,  and 
every  one  hoped  from  a  change  of  condudl 
very  happy  effects  ;  they  faw  it  anfvver,  and 
were  delighted,  and  a  free  people  for  once, 
and  only  for  once,  conhituted  a  patriot  mi- 
niher  ;  hut  to  what  purpofe  is  all  this  if  wc 
hop  here,  it  is  the  end  crowns  the  work, 
and  without  that  he  clear  and  determinate, 

we 
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we  have  been  doing  worfe  than  nothing,  as  to 
fliew  wherein  our  ftrength  confifts,  and  not  to 
ufe  it  to  effedl,  is  only  filewing  how  for  the 
future  we  may  he  beft  guarded  againft,  and 
how  for  the  future  they  may  beft  attack  us. 
The  Paleftines  were  informed  where  Samp- 
fon’s  ftrength  lay,  they  got  him  lhaved,  and 
there  was  an  end  of  his  power.  We  fee 
now  all  the  northern  continent,  in  fail  or 
In  effedl  engaged  againft  us  ;  this  does  not 
anfwer  !  may  not  the  fame  arts,  that  fo  en¬ 
gaged  them  in  fo  incongruous  a  plan,  one 
day  bring  the  fame  about  on  the  ocean  to 
more  effedl ;  our  naval  power  tho’  great  is 
not  invincible,  nor  is,  nor  can  be  a  match 
for  what  may  be  raifed  againft  us :  it  feetns 
to  plainly  follow,  that  if  we  do  not  now 
give  the  final  ftroke  to  the  French,  that  they 
will  next  ufe  every  art  to  engage  all  the 
other  naval  powers  of  Europe  againft  us  ; 
they  will  endeavour  to  promote  a  notion, 
that  the  balance  of  power  now  turns  on  the 
dominion  of  the  fea  ;  and  may  infinuate  fuch 
a  notion  with  equal  propriety,  as  has  been 
before  ufed  to  carry  a  point  againft  France 
on  the  continent,  and  by  this  means  infi¬ 
nitely 


t 
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nitely  impede  our  progrefs,  if  not  give  the 
finishing  Stroke  to  all  our  commercial  glory. 

When  Oliver  Cromwell  fat  in  the  Houle 
of  Commons,  and  complain’d  of  various  er¬ 
rors  in  the  government,  he  was  afked  what 
he  would  have  ?  he  reply’d,  I  know  not 
what  I  would  have,  but  I  know  what  I 
would  not  have.  I  Shall  venture  deeper  than 
that  able  man,  by  faying  both  what  I  would, 
and  what  I  would  not  have  ;  I  would  not  have 
the  war  fo  finilhed,  as  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  more  prejudicial  war,  as  has  in  other 
cafes  happened ;  and  I  think  the  deviating 
from  our  firfb  outfet  implies  an  intention  fo 
to  end  it,  it  at  leaf;  induces  moft  people  to 
fufpedt  as  much  ;  and  tho’  the  reafon  of  their 
fufpicion  may  arife  from  an  unacquaintance 
of  the  real  caufe,  yet  as  we  have  believed  from 
our  fenfes  hitherto,  and  found  the  benefit  of 
fuch  belief,  we  are  content  to  believe  and  truft 
to  the  fame  principles  Still,  as  not  having  met 
with  any  fecrets  to  the  public  prejudice  fince 
the  constitution  of  a  Patriot  Ministry;  and 
hence  conclude,  that  when  fuch  fecrets  oc- 

*  I 

cur,  that  we  are  retreating  back  to  the  old 
plan,  W'hich  was  all  a  fecret. 

E  As 
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As  to  what  I  would  have  done,  I  hope  is  full 
a^  obvious  ;  I  would  have  the  French  totally 
looted  out  01  the  Weld-Indies,  not  fo  much 
toi  tile  Iukc  of  our  acquifition  thereby,  for 
I  think  that  the  leaf!  part  of  the  confidera- 
tion,  it  is  for  the  lake  of  France,  as  well  as 
England,  that  we  may  live  together  as  peace¬ 
ful  neighbours,  and  not  be  difturbed  at  home 

by  the  quarrels  of  our  refpedtive  fubjedts 
abroad,  it  being  very  plain,  that  when  two 
neighbours  can  t  agree,  that  it  is  bell  one 
of  them  be  removed  for  the  common  benefit 
of  both,  and  who  fhould  remove  them,  but 
thofe  who  have  the  power  to  do  it  ? 

If  it  be  aik’d  me,  what  then  mull  be¬ 
come  of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  it  is  reafon 
they  Ihould  not  be  opprefs’d  ?  I  think  fo  too ; 
but  the  fate  of  war  is  one  thing,  and  hu¬ 
man  reafon  another ;  for  no  human  reafon 
was  yet  concerned  in  offenfive  war,  unlefs 
to  avoid  fuch  becoming  offenfive  ;  other  of¬ 
fenfive  wars  arc  at  the  direction  of  our  paf- 
fions,  as  ambition,  avarice  and  fuch  like, 
that  of  themfelves  war  -againll  our  reafon, 
and  reduce  it  to  very  irrational  adts. 

But  I  am  not  fo  much  the  enemy  of 
France,  as  even  to  think  of  ruining  an  in¬ 
nocent 
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nocent  induftrious  Frenchman,  by  robbing 

him  of  his  property,  and  giving  it  to  thofe 

/ 

of  my  own  countrymen,  who  may  perhaps 
lefs  deferve  it,  or  have  not  fo  good  a  right 

to  it. 

It  has  been  held  a  good  maxim,  that 
people  are  the  riches  of  a  country  ;  that  in¬ 
duftrious  people  are,  is  not  doubted  ;  and 
that  fuch  as  have  rais’d  their  own  fortunes 
in  the  Weft-Indies  are  an  induftrious  peo¬ 
ple  none  will  queftion ;  therefore  if  thefe 
people  are  paid  for  their  pofleffions  and  fent 
home,  an  evident  benefit  refults  at  once  both 
to  France,  and  to  the  people  returned  into 
the  bofom  of  the  community. 

That  France  will  by  this  means  be  ftronger 
is  out  of  doubt,  but  as  without  commerce, 
and  confequently  flipping,  their  ftrength 

will  not  affedl  us  ;  we  are  herein  not  afting 
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as  enemies,  but  doing  a  friendly  adt  to  our 
own  advantage. 

Befides,  it  is  a  known  truth,  that  the 
French  like  the  land,  we  the  fea  heft,  and 
fo  may  both  be  obliged.  The  grand  foible 
of  the  French  is  ambition,  of  the  Englifh 
avarice,  and  herein  both  are  amply  gratify’d, 
I  dare  fay  to  their  mutual  fatisfadtion. 

E  2 
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u  this  then  is  fo  clear  and  obvious  a  point* 
1 niuch  for  the  intereft  and  welfare  of  both 
parties,  why  fhould  it  not  be  purfued  when 
we  have  the  power  in  our  hands  ?  tho’  the 
Court  of  France  fhould  be  fo  refradfory  as 
noi  to  think  us  in  the  rignt  i  we  are  faid  to 
be  an  humane  and  generous  people,  and  arc 
eiredltd  by  our  lehgion  to  do  good  to  our 
enemies  ;  and  if  I  underhand  thefe  didlates 
right,  we  fhould  do  them  fuch  good  whe¬ 
ther  they  will  or  no. 

All  the  world  allows  France  to  be  a  bet¬ 
ter  climate  than  Britain,  efpecially  the  nor¬ 
thern  parts,  and  none  difpute  but  it  is  much 
better  than  either  the  Weft-India  ifles  or 
Canada  ;  then  why  fliould  not  thefe  poor 
people  be  fent  home  ?  when  it  can  be  done 
fo  much  to  their  advantage,  and  fo  much 
for  our  own  peace  and  fafety. 

There  is  one  remark  which  I  have  hitherto 
omitted,  it  is,  that  there  are  certain  iflands 
called  Neutral,  to  thefe  the  French  have  no 
claim,  and  if  diverted  of  them  without  any 
fatisfadlion,  it  is  but  returning  a  compliment, 
as  they  have  fettled  on  fuch,  knowing  that 
they  ought  not  fo  to  have  done  ;  fo  that  ex¬ 
cluding  them  is  in  this  cafe  no  breach  of  ju- 
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itice,  and  is  common  policy  ;  but  even  here 
humanity  would  do  fomething,  and  in  this 
I  conceive  our  miniftry  are  not  deficient,  fo 
need  not  fay  more  on  that  head,  than  that 
fo  long  as  a  fingle  Frenchman  inhabits  them, 
there  will  be  no  end  of  mifchief ;  intrigue 
is  one  of  the  facetious  qualities  of  a  French¬ 
man,  and  if  he  cannot  find  French,  or  In¬ 
dians  to  concert  with,  rather  than  let  us 
live  in  peace,  he  will  have  an  intrigue  with 
the  Devil. 

What  may  be  likely  to  puzzle  us  moil  at 
laft,  is,  that  of  St.  Domingo  or  Hifpaniola, 
which  is  inhabited  by  the  French,  and  lies 
fo  very  convenient  for  intercepting  our  trade 
through  the  windward  pafiage ;  here  the 
French  have  found  means  to  encroach  on 
the  Spaniards,  who  I  doubt  not  would  glad¬ 
ly  get  rid  of  fuch  bad  neighbours,  efpecially 
if  they  could  have  it  to  thcmfelves. 

Our  cue  is,  that  no  French  remain  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  as  it  is  the  filtered:  of  Spain 
that  they  do  not  remain  at  St.  Domingo? 
one  would  think  the  Spaniards  would  rea¬ 
dily  join  to  expunge  them  ;  and  it  feems  to 
me,  that  for  fuch  a  prefent,  or  if  you  pleafe 
acquifition  by  our  means,  together  with  all 
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tiie  kingdoms  and  ftates  they  have  already 
by  the  fame  means  acquired  in  Italy,  an 
equivalent  of  no  value,  to  them  would  not 
be  refufed.  I  conclude  this  from  the  o-reat 
honour  and  generofity  of  the  Court  of  Spain, 
m  all  cafes  wherever  we  had  the  happinefs 
of  being  engaged  in  their  interefts. 

The  equivalent  I  mean  is,  St.  Auguftin 
to  the  fouth  of  Georgia  on  the  gulph  of  Fol- 
rida,  and  extending  in  claim  from  the  con¬ 
fines  of  Georgia  to  the  margin  of  the  Miffi- 
fipi,  in  order  to  make  the  borders  of  that 
river  and  the  north  pole  the  boundaries 
north  and  fouth  or  the  Britifh  Empire  in 
America. 

This  would  appear  an  imaginary  plan,  was 
it  not  obvioufly  in  our  power  to  attain  it  in 
one  winter  ;  and  while  I  do  not  prefume  to 
dictate,  I  hope  that  I  may  be  permitted  to 
point  out  what  I  propofed  as  happy  if  it 
were  done,  as  the  mutual  iritereft  of  Great 
Britain  and  Spain,  and  as  the  true  means  of 
purfuing  our  commerce  in  peace. 

This  brings  us  back  again  to  Germany, 
where,  without  fome  plan  of  the  like  kind, 
we  may  be  perpetually  vext  by  thofe  human 

infecfts, 
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infe&s,  that  are  the  common  troublers  of  the 
repofe  of  Europe. 

4  The  two  points  here  are  to  difengage  our- 
felves  as  much  as  poffible  from  all  continen¬ 
tal  connexions,  in  any  other  way,  than  to 
prevent  France  from  making  fea-coaft  ac- 
quiiition,  which  introduces  the  other  point, 
and  is  to  preferve  Holland  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  France,  or  of  any  other  power 
turned  to  maritime  dominion. 

We  mult  here  confider  the  Dutch  as  a 
people  grown  very  weak  and  disjointed,  and 
ready  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  firft  bold  invader, 
and  may  in  fuch  hands  revive  that  maritime 
power,  which  is  now  almoft  funk  in  obli¬ 
vion  :  if  therefore  the  French  fhould  extend 
the  power  of  the  fword,  and  the  arts  of  cor¬ 
ruption  that  way,  it  is  no  doubt  our  interefl 
at  any  expence  to  prevent  it ;  and  fo  far 
continental  meafures  are  requifite. 

t 

As  to  Hanover,  there  is  but  one  way  to 
avoid  it ;  the  honour  of  the  Prince  that  rules 
demands  much,  perhaps  our  own  honour 
more,  and  the  reafon  and  common  fenfe  of 
things  moft  of  all;  for  if  by  the  like  junc¬ 
tion  as  with  France  at  prefent,  the  king  of 
Prufha  be  hunted  down,  Hanover  falls  of 

courier. 
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courfe,  and  probably  all  Flanders  and  Hol¬ 
land  into  tbe  hands  of  France,  with  the  re¬ 
vindication  oi  mantime  power,  that  may 
prove  too  forcible  to  be  refilled. 

This  I  conceive  to  be  a  mighty  plain  and 
eafy  coniequence,  and  calls  up  all  our  atten¬ 
tion  in  aid,  awakens  our  utmoft  vigilance, 
and  gives  birth  to  fear  of  worfe  confequences, 
than  may  happen  from  leaving  the  French 
in  their  pofleffions  in  America. 

We  now  fee  plainly  which  way  the  French 
politicks  tend  ;  the  view  is  obvioufly  to  make 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  tupreme  in  Germany, 
France  mailers  of  Flanders  and  Holland, 
and  Ruffia  of  the  Baltic  continent ;  the  pre- 
fent  junction  has  opened  the  eyes  of  all 
thinking  men,  and  it  feems  amazing  that  it 
did  not  fucceed. 

If  this  great  project  had  taken  place,  I 
fee  not,  in  a  due  courfe  of  time,  how  we 
could  have  pofiibly  fupported  our  prefent 
conquelts,  or  rather,  how  we  could  have 
fublilled  as  a  nation,  as  the  naval  power  that 
could  in  fuch  a  fituation  have  been  exerted, 
by  the  means  of  the  Baltic,  Holland,  coal! 
of  Flanders,  and  ports  of  France,  mull  have 
infinitely  overmatched  us.  Nor  was  this 
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project  a  chimera  ;  nor  could  any  thing  but 
the  /kill  and  intrepidity  of  Pruffia,  the  una¬ 
nimity  of  Britiffi  Councils,  with  what  per¬ 
haps  is  of  more  importance,  the  fecret  di¬ 
rections  of  Providence,  have  poffibly  pre- 
ferved  us. 

4  «  • 

Now  as  all  this  danger  has  evidently  re- 
fulted  from  our  honorary  connexion  with 
Hanover,  it  ffiould  feem  very  rcafonable,  that 
fome  means  be  found  to  fever  this  connexion, 
and  by  fome  means  or  other  veil  in  Pruffia 
fuch  a  proportion  of  power,  as  may  as  much 
balance  agamft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  on  the 
one  fide,  as  our  naval  power  may  againft 
France,  and  concern  ourfelves  only  with  two 
alliances  to  that  end,  which  are  Pruffia  and 
Denmark,  and  to  form  Holland  into  a  kind 
of  fixt  and  permanent  union  with  Britain. 

Every  one  may  not  fee  this  propofition  in 
the  light  that  it  appears  to  me,  I  ffiall 
therefore  open  it  a  little  more  by  a  ffiort 

hint.  Suppofe  the  Dutch  had - 

— - the  Engliffi  all - -  . 

— — — and  Pruffia  and  Denmark  had - 


- - - we  could  certainly 

well  afford  to  pay  it ;  Hanover  then  might 
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be  under  the  immediate  guarantee  of  both 
thofe  powers,  its  revenues  keep  on  foot  a 
very  large  body  of  troops,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  thofe  powers,  and  united  with  theirs, 
maintain  an  army  fufficiently  formidable  to 
the  end  propofed. 

Xo  make  this  more  obvious,  to  thofe  who 
think  that  Hanover  is  not  to  be  regarded  ; 
it  is  to  be  conlidered,  that  as  Hanover,  the 
diftindt  dominion  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  it  is  here  rather  named  than  regarded, 
otherwife  than  a  ftate  that  in  its  prefent  fi- 
tuation,  and  as  far  as  its  power  and  influence 
extends  is  to  be  depended  upon,  and  fo  far 
as  it  relpedts  a  repugnance  to  the  union  of 
the  three  Empires,  or  the  influence  that 
France  may  thereby  acquire  over  Holland 
and  the  fea-coaPc  of  Flanders,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Pruffia  and  Denmark,  and  fuch 
other  continental  ftates,  as  may  be  apparently 
interefted  in  oppofing  the  union  of  the  three 
Empires,  which  however  their  views  may 
feem  merely  continental,  we  have  too  much 
reafon  to  know,  that  both  France  and  Ruf- 
fia  have  quite  other  matters  in  profpedt,  and 
may  one  day,  if  thus  continuing  united, 
give  a  turn  to  maritime  power,  that  men  of 
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warm  imaginations,  and  narrow  concep¬ 
tions,  are  in  no  fenfe  aware. 

There  is  one  thing  in  this  argument  ma¬ 
terially  to  be  attended  to,  and  which  every 
obferving  man  knows  to  be  abfolutely  true. 
That  however'  times  and  circumftances  may 
alter,  that  fuccefs  or  infuccefs  may  turn  the 
current  of  human  affairs  to  their  benefit  or 
advantage,  the  French  are  ever  in  their 
purfuits  uniform  and  of  a  piece,  and  tho’ 
Lewis  the  14th  fet  out  on  a  better  bottom, 
than  it  was  in  his  fucceffor’s  power  or  fkill 
to  do,  yet  has  the  fame  end  been  afiiduoufly 
purfued  without  the  minuted;  variation ; 
w'hence  the  confequence  is  obvious,  that 
could  that  power  by  any  unions  be  regained, 
the  year  1672  would  revert  upon  us  again, 

and  we  not  perhaps  an  equal  chance  as  then 
to  fave  Holland. 

At  that  time,  not  only  the  Dutch  were 
inherently  fixonger,  but  they  had  at  the  head 
of  a  meer  defenfivc  army,  a  young  Prince, 
w'hofe  capacity  and  fortune  are  almofi:  un¬ 
parallelled  ;  they  have  no  fuch  Prince  now, 
nor  are  they  the  fame  people  as  then  ;  and 
tho’  it  be  evident,  that  neither  is  France  fo 
powerful  as  then,  yet  in  its  prefent  conjunc- 
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tion  is  it  probably  more  powerful,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  the  effect  be  more  fatal. 

The  Ruffians  were  then  a  Rate  but  little 
concerned  in  the  current  difputes ;  we  were 
the  firH,  I  think,  that  brought  them  into 
the  Empire,  that  hired  them  to  be  our  ene¬ 
mies,  that  gave  them  the  means  of  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fupport  the  power,  the  views,  the 
influence  of  France,  the  Hrength  of  our  na¬ 
tional  purfe,  reverfed  the  powers  of  Circe’s 
cup,  we  transform’d  bears  into  men,  and 
now  the  argument  is,  that  whoever  bids 
highefl  for  their  ruling  miniHer,  may  at  any 
time  command  a  formidable  army ;  perhaps 
we  had  as  well  done  fo  when  we  might,  and 
perhaps  it  may  be  better  as  it  is,  tho’  our 
expence  probably  much  greater. 

W e  are  now  convinced,  that  it  is  not  ex¬ 
tent  of  dominion  that  gives  power  and  in¬ 
fluence,  but  wifdom,  courage,  and  a  proper 
exertion  of  that  power  which  is  inherent 
with  every  Hate  of  any  confequence.  If  we 
had  not  reading  enough  to  know  what  glo¬ 
rious  Hands  were  at  different  periods  made 
by  what  were  called  petty  Princes,  againfl 
the  whole  Ottoman  Empire,  then  truly  war¬ 
like  ;  if  we  had  not  been  informed  of  Hill 

more 
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more  antient  glory  in  the  fame  light ;  if  we 
knew  nothing  of  the  hiflory  of  the  Grecian 
Rates,  the  gallantry  of  the  Maccabees,  the 
excurfions  of  the  Macedonians,  or  the  rife 
and  glory  of  the  Roman  Empire ;  we  have 
feen  what  a  Prince  of  Orange,  a  king  of 
PrufTia,  and  a  People  of  Britain  are  capable 
of  performing;  and  thence  may  conclude, 
that  merely  extent  of  dominion  is  only  like 
an  opulent  fortune,  that  the  owner  knows 
not  how  to  employ  to  advantage ;  while  he 
fees  little  people  around  him  riling  by  wif- 
dom  from  nothing,  and  in  a  due  courle  of 
time  not  only  becoming  his  competitors,  but 
fuperiors ;  yet  if  opulence  be  attended  by 
the  like  wifdom,  it  will  maintain  its  fuperi- 
ority  ftill. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  this,  nor  that  each 
of  the  three  Empires,  efpecially  Ruflia,  has 
not  only  dominion  very  extended,  but  a  balls, 
whereon  a  magnificent  fuperflrudture  feems 
to  be  rifing,  coequal  with  the  turrets  of  Pe- 
terfburgh  ;  and  we  muff  know,  that  if  the 
prefent  union  continues,  and  proves  fuccef- 
ful,  that  not  only  Prullia,  and  Hanover,  but 
Holland  and  Handers  mud;  necelfarilv  fall 
into  the  arms  of  France,  and  not  improba¬ 
ble, 
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that  at  laft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  may 
become  the  dupe  of  its  own  machination^ 
and  be  devoured  with  Sweden  and  Denmark 
by  France  and  Ruffia. 

Here  then  is  formed  the  bafis  of  the  power 
of  trance,  by  a  courfe  very  different  from 
what  our  politicks  attend  to ;  and  while  we 
decry  continental  meafures  becaufe  we  are  an 
lfland,  and  aie  concerned  about  the  expence 
attending  it,  we  forget,  as  prejudiced  by 
fafhion,  tliat  we  keep  up  a  fleet  at  the  an¬ 
nual  expence  of  at  leaft  five  millions,  to  do 

m  our  prefent  circumftances  juft  nothing-  at 
11  J  & 
ail,  nay,  not  fo  much  as  with  common  pro¬ 
priety  to  protedl  our  own  commerce ;  and 
while  our  heads  or  imaginations  are  all  naval 
mad,  we  wrap  our  minds  up  in  the  dark,  as 
to  thofe  confequences  that  muft  neceffarily 
flow  from  France  becoming  too  great  on 
the  continent ;  in  a  word,  the  French  muft 

not  be  great,  any  where,  or  our  naval  power 
will  be  inlignificant. 

It  is  a  folly,  that  nothing  but  a  happy 
courfe  of  fuccefs  could  give  to  an  elated  peo¬ 
ple,  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fcbemes  of  France 
are  totally  difenabled  from  conjuring  up  in  a 

due  courfe  of  time,  with  the  aid  of  allies,  a 
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navy  in  every  refpeft  fuperior  to  Britain,  if 
even  Holland  was  out  of  the  quedion ;  how 
few  are  there  who  read  this,  that  have  an 
adequate  conception,  of  what  fleets  the  nor¬ 
thern  powers  united  are  capable  of  producing 
into  addon  ?  and  dill  fewer,  who  thoroughly 
underdand  the  bravery  of  thole  people,  or 
with  what  difpatch  they  are  capable  of  ex¬ 
erting  their  naval  influence,  and  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  made  fuch  exertion  evident  before 
now,  if  they  did  not  plainly  perceive,  that 
no  fooner  their  formed  meafures  take  place, 
than  all  our  glory  mud  vanifli  like  a  dream. 

I  am  the  more  particular  on  this  head,  as 
I  am  attempting  to  cleanfe  the  vifual  ray  from 
the  cloud  of  fashionable  infatuation,  that 
when  people  talk  of  Hanover - the  conti¬ 
nent - naval  glory,  and  all  that,  they  may 

fee  with  fenfe,  and  fpeak  with  meaning,  that 
our  navy  is  our  great  dependance  is  true,  that 
it  has  done  much,  and  is  now  not  doing  any 
thing  material,  as  true  ;  that  our  attention 
to  the  continent  fliould  not  be  choice,  but  ne- 
ceflity  likewife  true,  but  that  a  navy,  which 
either  does  not,  or  cannot  do  any  thing  at 
prefen t  to  the  purpofe,  Ihould  wholly  dived 
us  of  due  attention  to  a  formed  plan  for  re¬ 
covering 
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covering  the  glory,  the  power,  the  influence, 
and  making  the  luftre  of  France  appear  more 
than  ever  illumed  and  formidable,  is  perfect 
fafcination. 

Theftateof  Carthage  in  a  plenitude  of  naval 
power  triumphed  for  a  time  over  Rome ;  I 
doubt  not  that  they  reafoned  as  many  vain 
and  unthinking  men  do  now,  on  the  like 
principle ;  yet  in  a  due  courfe  of  time  did 
the  Romans  alone  elude  that  naval  ftrength, 
and  deftroyed  their  ftate.  The  fame  power 
that  governs  to-day,  and  too  abfolutely  de¬ 
pended  upon,  has  deceived  the  French  often, 
more  Rates  than  one  have  found  the  evil  ef¬ 
fects  of  depending  too  much  on  particular 
ftrength  fhall  I  fay,  that  the  giant  of  Gath 
thought  himfelf  very  fecure  in  the  propofed 
combat  with  a  minute  adverfary,  yet  was 
taken  off  by  a  flight,  he  never  dreamt  of  nor 
forefaw. 

This  kind  of  diflant  parallels,  I  am  fen- 
fible  will  not  ltrike  every  conception,  but  I 
am  writing  to  men  converfant  in  reafoning, 
whofe  judgments  have  been  informed  by 
reading,  and  by  experience,  yet  whom  the 
fafhion  of  the  times,  or  other  caufes,  may 
have  fo  much  prejudiced  in  favour  of  our 
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navy,  as  to  conceive  it  our  only,  our  entire 
dependance.  I  muft  confefs,  that  1  am  of  a 
very  different  opinion,  and  fo  fully  convinced 
of  this  general  miftake,  that  I  rather  think 
that  a  total  dependance  on  it,  if  it  once  takes 
place,  will  be  our  certain  deldrudtion. 

To  illuftrate  this  thought  permit  me  to 
refleft  a  little,  on  what  has  paid  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  how  the  laft  grand  alliance  againft 
France  came  to  take  place,  and  on  what  prin¬ 
ciples  it  was  formed.  The  fubiedts  of  France 
were  perfuaded,  their  heads  giddy  with  a 
notion,  that  their  armies  were  irrefiftable ; 
.1  may  prefume  Lowis  xiv.  and  his  miniders, 
were  fafhioned  into  the  fame  opinion,  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  filled  the  court  with 
alfurance,  and  fafhion  made  that  a  law  to 
the  crown,  which  fbould,  on  a  more  ex- 
tended  figacity,  have  been  given  to  the  l'ub- 
jedt.  They  talked  of  the  great  exploits  of 
Charlemagne,  and  how  much  fuperior  was 
the  genius  of  Lewis ;  the  great  Prince  of 
Conde  unmatched,  and  an  army  unequalled ■, 
yet  did  fo  little  a  man,  in  their  giddy  opinion, 
as  the  Prince  of  Orange,  fuddenly  form  luch 
meafures,  as  in  tire  event  turned  ail  this  vain¬ 
glory  into  ridicule. 
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If  any  man  fhall  wifely  obferve,  that  land 
and  lea  are  different,  it  may  be  allowed  him, 
that  armies  and  navies  are  different  in  name ; 
but  it  does  not  follow,  that  the' fame  human 
policy,  that  once  eluded  fo  great  a  ftroke  on 
land,  mav  not  do  the  like  on  the  ocean,  or 
how  have  the  greateft  naval  powers  fallen  ? 
we  know  it  has  fo  happened  to  Spain,  France 
and  Holland,  we  fee  it  growing  in  the  north, 
and  ripening  gradually  into  opulence}  the 
viciffitudes  of  human  affairs  are  too  obvious 
to  be  the  jeft  of  difcerning  men,  and  I  hope 
will  induce  us  to  confider,  that  if  the  French, 
by  any  great  ftroke  of  politicks,  become  maf- 
ters  of  Holland,  and  are  union’d  as  now 
with  the  northern  powers,  that  we  have 
fomething  more  to  fear  than  the  generality 
of  mankind  apprehend. 

It  fhould  feem  then,  that  we  have  more  to 
hope  from  the  breach  of  this  new  alliance, 
than  from  our  own  navy,  or  the  fkill  and 
activity  of  the  King  of  Prufiia,  Prince  Fer¬ 
dinand,  or  the  courage  of  our  troops,  in 
confluence  ought  to  have  our  thoughts 
more  particularly  turned  that  way. 

As- it  is,  all  our  expcnces  in  Germany  but 
barely  preferve  a  level,  and  it  feems  amazing 

we 
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we  even  do  that ;  the  fkill  of  the  generals, 
and  bravery  of  the  troops,  tho’  highly  com¬ 
mendable,  and  meriting  our  utmcft  applaufe, 
yet  anfwer  no  other  end  but  to  flop,  not 
turn  the  current,  and  fhould  it  prevail  at 
Jafi,  what  have  we  left  to  do,  but  give  up 
all  our  conquefts,  and  end  the  glo-ry  of  a 
naval  war  with  difgrace  ;  and  here  we  fee 
how  that  navy  we  fo  much  depend  upon  may 
be  turned  to  no  account,  and  all  our  mil¬ 
lions  fquander’d  away  for  the  parade  of  a 
dream. 

Take  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  and 
fuppofe  our  armies  to  do  more  than  can  by 
the  warmed;  imaginations  be  prefumed,  is  it 
humanly  poilible  to  end  this  continent  war 
to  advantage,  and  confequently  mufl  not  a 
proper  peace  depend  either  upon  the  breaking 
this  alliance,  or  upon  the  total  and  expedi¬ 
tious  ruin  of  the  French  commerce  ? 

There  is  fomething  yet  to  be  o’oferved. 
perhaps  of  more  confequence  to  the  point  in 
view  than  has  hitherto  occurred.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  on  going  to  the  bottom  of  things, 
that  this  odd  alliance  is  formed  in  favour  of 
France,  and  exprefsly  againft  Great  Britain, 
however  it  may  incidentally  regard  the  in- 
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terep  of  the  other  powers  concerned,  to  the 
exprefs  prejudice  of  Pruffia ;  and  as  it  is  as 
evident  that  a  good  peace,  by  the  retaining 
of  our  conquePs,  effentially  depends  on  what 
turn  this  land  war  takes.  Plow  happens  it 
that  we  are  fo  tame  in  refped  to  Ruffia  and 
Sweden,  when  it  is  more  than  probable, 
th  at  our  prefent  ufelcfs  navy  might  have  ma¬ 
terially  contributed  to  cut  this  matter  fhort, 
or  at  leap  perplexed  the  meafures  of  the  Al¬ 
lies  fo  much,  as  to  have  made  fome  of  them 


I 

very  fick  of  their  engagements,  and  given  the 
‘King  of  Pruffia  elbow-room  to  have  play’d 
his  part  to  advantage. 

It  is  very  well  known,  that  our  trade  with 
Ruffiaand  Sweden  is  not  of  that  confequence 
to  us,  as  in  the  leap  to  elude  a  proper  courfe 
of  action,  or  in  any  fenfe  to  counterbalance 
the  immenfe  expence,  'we  have,  and  are 
likely  to  be  at,  in  neglecting  this  important 
proccfs ;  and  I  defy  any  man  to  fhew,  why 
Raffia  and  Sweden  are  to  be  at  war  with 
us  by  land  where  they  are  Pronged:,  and 
we  at  peace  with  them  by  fea  where  they 
are  weakcp;  for  in  fad,  they  are  at  war 
with  us  to  make  us  relign  our  conquePs, 
whatever  in  dir  eft  means  may  appear,  or 

what- 
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whatever  colour  may  be  put  upon  the  mat¬ 
ter  ;  and  it  feems  ftrange  to  me  as  a  plain 
man,  that  the  words  diredl  and  indirect 
fhould  make  fuch  a  wonderful  difference,  as 
that  which  is  leafl  regarded  fhould  have  the 
moil  power  and  effedt,  when  the  point  is 
very  clear,  and  thofe  who  fhould  know  trade 
w'ell  fay,  that  our  commerce  that  way  is 
not  worth  confidering. 

This  brings  us  to  another  point,  or  rather 
back  again’  to  fomething  remarked  before ; 
it  is  our  warm  dependance  on  our  navy,  as 
fuppofing  that  nothing  fubfifls  in  parity ;  if 
this  be  true,  then  it  cannot  be  a  want  of 
power  that  fupercedes  our  pre-eminence  in 
the  Baltic  ;  nor  is  it  our  trade,  for  that  is. 
not  efteemed  advantageous;  nor  can  I  fo 
much  as  imagine  any  defire  in  the  Miniftry 
to  protradd  the  war ;  then  it  mult  probably 
be  a  notion,  that  RufTia  and  Sweden  arc  not 
at  war  with  us ;  that  we  are  not  at  war  with 
them  is  very  plain,  but  that  they  are  at  war 
with  us,  I  think,  is  equally  plain. 

The  end  and  purpofe  of  war,  as  I  con¬ 
ceive  it,  is  to  oblige  one  nation  to  do,  what 
the  other  expends  fhould  be  done  ;  and  when 
any  operative  means  is  ufed  to  that  end,  I 

mu  ft 


muft  call  it  war.  Suppofe  France  was  to  in¬ 
vade  England,  and  the  Dutch  were  coming 
to  our  affiftance,  to  prevent  which  a  third 
power  attacks  the  Dutch  ;  is  not  fuch  a£t  a 
war  againft  England,  tho’  not  fo  declared. 
Let  us  fee  now  wherein  the  mighty  diffe¬ 
rence  conliits ;  the  French  invade  Hanover, 
the  King  of  Pruffia  attempts  to  defend  it, 
the  Ruffians  attack  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  is 
this  not  a  war  againft  Hanover ;  but  it  looks 


fomething  more  indiredl  as  to  England,  be- 
caufe  Hanover  is  not  England ;  this  is  very 
true,  and  brings  us  home  to  the  point. 

France  and  Ruffia  enter  into  a  confpiracy 
againft  England,  that  is,  to  make  us  refign 
our  conquefts,  and  end  the  war  with  dif- 
srra ce.  They  form  their  fcheme  thus,  France 

^  i 

to  attack  Hanover,  and  Ruffia  Pruffia,  be- 
eaufe  it  ffiall  not  protect  Hanover  againft 
France ;  now  I  ffiould  be  glad  to  know  the 
eiiential  difference  between  Ruffia  attempting 
Pruffia  or  Hanover,  as  tho’  the  means  are 
not  the  fame,  it  is  only  a  different  way  of 
attaining  the  fame  end,  a  fixt  purpofe  to  dif- 
grace  Britain  ;  and  how  is  this  not  a  war  ? 
and  a  war,  that  our  trade'  with  Ruffia  con¬ 
tributes  to  fupport. 


There 
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There  are  a  few  evafions  in  our  way,  but 
not  ftrong  enough  to  elude  the  force  of  this 
argument.  The  plea  of  the  Court  of  Ruf- 
fia  is,  that  the  Pruffian  dominions  were  at¬ 
tacked  on  behalf  of  Saxony,  without  any 
refpedt  either  to  France  or  England ;  but  if 
it  Ihould  appear,  that  the  treaty  with  France 
was  made  before  the  King  of  Pruflia  attack’d 
Saxony,,  or  even  had  any  thought  about  it, 
then  is  this  pretence  a  meer  evalion,  and  the 
argument  hands  in  a  more  glaring  light  than 
it  did  before,  as  the  very  nature  of  the  eva- 
fion  (hews  the  malice  of  the  defign. 

There  are  two  things  that  arife  very  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  eye  of  human  reafon  ;  the  one 
is,  that  the  Court  of  Ruhia  had  not  any 
particular  demand  or  pretenfions  on  any  part 
of  the  King  of  Pruilia’s  dominions,  nor  on 
the  other  fide,  had  the  King  of  Pruflia  any 
on  the  Electorate  of  Saxony  ;  hence  it  tnuft 

4 

appear  very  mifterious,  why  that  Electorate 
at  fuch  a  critical  time  fhould  be  lo  attack’d, 
and  why  the  Court  of  Rullia,  who  had  no 
bafinefs  with,  or  intereft  in  the  concerns  of 
the  Empire,  fnould  likewile  fo  critically  at¬ 
tack  the  Pruflian  dominions,  juft  as  the 
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French  weie  on  the  point  of  attacking  Fla- 
nover. 

It  may  be  farther  enquired,  what  induce¬ 
ment  the  Court  of  Ruffia  could  have  to  an 
alliance  of  this  hoftiie  nature  with  France, 
with  wuom  theie  is  no  continental  connexion, 
01  a  tiade  equal  to  that  with  Britain  ;  this 
fai  thei  evinces  the  fohdity  of  my  argument, 
and  gives  it  its  full  force  and  powers,  as  it 
is  now  evident,  that  a  fubfidy  from  France, 
and  a  lavage  on  the  Pruliian  dominions,  were 
lubftantial  motives ;  but  then  what  had 
Fiance  to  do,  to  give  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
iia  a  fubfidy  to  protect  Saxony  ?  this  perhaps 
is  a  queition  that  will  never  be  anfwered, 
and  evinces  the  whole  to  be  fo  grofs,  fo  pal¬ 
pable  an  evauon,  that  even  a  French  mi¬ 
nify  would  have  been  alliamed  of,  and  feme 
other  miniftries  laugh’d  at  for  letting  it  pafs 
upon  them. 

As  to  our  own  minidry,  I  believe  they 
think  with  me,  that  our  navy  is  not  quite  fo 
invincible,  as  the  fafhion  of  the  times  feems 
to  fet  it  out,  and  therefore  have  not  chofe 
to  adventure  an  experiment  in  the  Baltic, 
where  the  natives  Rand  fire  fomething  bet¬ 
ter  than  in  the  Atlantic  or  Mediterranean  ; 

and 
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and  it  may  be  by  a  parity  of  reafoning,  that 
Martinico,  &c.  may  not  at  prefent  be  much 
attended  to,  as  that  climate  is  as  liable  to 
weaken  our  naval  ftrength  one  way,  as  the 
Baltic  the  other ;  but  it  is  moil  probable 
that  unlefs  both  the  Baltic  and  Weft  Indies 
feel  the  plenitude  of  our  power,  we  have 
little  reafon  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  peace. 

Thus  fufpended  between  peace  and  war, 
at  war  with  thofe  with  whom  we  are  at 
peace,  and  at  peace  with  thofe  with  whom 
we  are  at  war,  we  have  feen  the  year  roll 
over,  and  a  certain  number  of  millions  roll 
with  it.  It  may  be  prefumed,  that  fomething 
has  during  this  long  vacation  been  in  agi¬ 
tation  relpeding  a  happy  conclufion,  per¬ 
haps  an  envoy  has  fed  us  with  glimmerings 
from  Ruftia,  and  perhaps  it  may  have  been 
faid,  that  if  France  would  have  conformed 
to  fome  propofals  from  Spain,  that  England 
would  have  made  France  a  compliment  in 
return,  as  Spain  would  have  had  all  that 
was  required  in  Italy,  England  loft  all  die 
had  got  by  the  war,  the  King  of  Prudia 
would  have  been  preferved,  and  France  detach¬ 
ed  from  the  grand  alliance,  and  then  as  lubii- 
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dies  fail  d,  Ruffia]  and  Sweden  would  have 
dropped  of  courfe. 

Or  perhaps  it  might  not  in  proportion  go 
fo  far  in  refped  to  our  acquifitions,  for  if 
it  had,  no  doubt  of  its  taking  place;  but 
one  would  have  thought  the  prefervation  of 
ivlai  tmico,  St.  Dorhingo,  and  Pondicherry, 
would  have  been  fufficient  motives  to  have 
fixt  the  views  of  France,  confidering  the 
prelent  date  of  affairs  ;  and  that  if  luch  a 
propofition  was  made,  they  have  been  ob- 
liged  with  the  inapplication  of  at  leaf!;  twelve 
millions  to  advantage.  It  is  true,  we  have 
ever  done  much  to  oblige  Spain,  but  are  too 
generous  even  to  hope  a  return ;  otherwife 
than  is  cafually  made  by  our  trade  in  com¬ 
mon  with  other  nations,  who  have  never 
obliged  them  at  all. 

As  it  is  we  muff  return  to  our  former 
thread  of  difcourfe,  and  hope  not  vainly, 
that  the  war  may  be  fo  for  the  future  con¬ 
ducted,  as  may  ffnifli  it  with  honour,  or  I 
fee  not  the  probability  of  making  a  tolerable 
peace,  ffnee  fo  long  as  France  can  hope  for 
acquilition  on  tne  continent,  fo  long  we  may 
expedt  the  war  to  continue ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  il  France  and  her  allies  gain  no  ground 
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on  the  one  fide,  and  we  become  abfolute 
mafters  of  the  commerce  of  France  on  the 
other,  it  may  eafily  be  forefeen  how  we  are 
to  hold  it,  becaufe  when  that  is  once  effect¬ 
ed,  a  continent  war  with  much  additional 

* 

expence  will  harm  us  little,  unlei's  it  may  he 
fuppofed,  that  France  can  fupport  it  as  well 
without  commerce  as  we  can  with  it ;  and 
the  war  may  that  way  he  more  probably 
Inortned,  than  by  any  other  courfe  we  can 
take,  more  efpecially  if  we  at  the  fame  time 
withdraw  our  trade  from,  and  pufh  Rullia 
home  to  the  point  we  aim  at. 

If  matters  thus  proceed,  if  our  expecta¬ 
tions  reafonably  anfwer,  I  fee  not  that  we 
can  find  any  other  ufe  for  our  capital  fifins, 
than  employing  them  in  the  Baltic,  if  from 
them  no  other  utility  accrued,  than  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  a  Ruffian  navy  their  officers 
%  they  fiiould  be  glad  to  fight  us,  I  fay  fo 
too;  that  the  Ruffians  are  brave  is  out  of 
doubt,  but  are  not  arrived  to  that  dan¬ 
gerous  level,  that  a  moderate  courfe  of 
time,  and  more  experience,  may  exalt  them. 

It  may  appear  odd  to  fay  it,  but  it  feems 
obvioufly  neceflary  to  our  fafety,  that  every 
riling  naval  power  in  Europe  fiiould  be  in 

U  2  fome 


I  52  1 

fome  meafure  deftroyed,  it  is  for  the  gene*? 
ra:  health  of  Europe  it  fliould  be  fo  ;  and 
if  we  had  not  now  thejuReR  reafon  imagi¬ 
nable,  I  think  wc  could  at  any  time  find  as 
good  a  pretence  to  attack  Rufina,  as  that  Rate 
has  done  to  act  in  Germany  ;  in  Ihort,  it 
needs  nothing  hut  one  of  Machiavel’s  moral 
principles,  that  is  the  doing,  what  is  molt 
evidently  for  our  filtered;  to  do  ;  and  not  to 
do  it,  is  to  pride  ourfeives  upon  our  navy  in 
vain. 

I  will  not  fay  what  naval  power  is  for  this 
purpofe  fufficient,  that  being  the  more  im¬ 
mediate  concern  of  others,  but  I  hope,  that 
fhould  it  be  as  high  as  fancy  can  raife  it,  fup- 
pofe  even  Sweden  and  Denmark  fhould  adt 
in  concert  with  Rufiia,  our  commerce  may 
neverthelefs  be  better  guarded  than  at  this  rera, 
and  all  the  ill  confequences  I  can  forefee  from 
fiich  a  concert  at  prefent  is,  what  I  fhould 
dreem  a  happy  confequence,  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  deftroy  them  all,  as  the  only  end 
and  hope  we  have  of  future  fafety. 

Here  we  fhall  Rand  in  the  eye  of  Europe 
in  a  new  light,  and  what  we  feem  now  to 
have  fo  much  an  averfion  to,  a  continental 
war,  be  in  a  great  meafure  out  of  the  queftion, 

and 
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and  if  at  any  time  neceflary  ;  fo  expedite  our 
affairs  by  a  general  command  ot  the  lea  coafts, 
as  to  make  even  a  continental  war  at  any 

time  extremely  unequal. 

It  is  farther  to  be  confldered,  that  when 
we  really  command  the  fea,  as  in  idea  only, 
we  do  at  prefent,  the  circulation  of  our  com¬ 
merce  will  command  more  influence  than 
any  hoftile  meafures  can  poflibly  do,  becaufe 
upon  free  and  equal  terms ;  but  this  at  the 
fame  time  iuppoles  that  we  avoid  the  errors, 
refulting  from  wealth  and  indolence,  into 
which  other  maritime  powers  have  former¬ 
ly  fo  grofsly  fallen,  and  therefore  were  no 

more. 

As  to  the  Hate  of  affairs  at  prefent,  the 
hopes  of  a  peace  is  a  meer  chimera,  as  it 
cannot  yet  be  rcafonably  expected,  that  the 
French  would  be  content  with  a  total  lofs  of 
their  commerce ;  nor  on  the  other  fide,  that 
we  fhould  part  with  acquilitions,  that  can 
only  eftablifn  to  us  a  l'olid  and  lafting  peace. 

#  t 

I  fhall  here  beg  leave  concluflvely  to  eluci¬ 
date  one  of  the  mod  material  points  in  the 
preceding  argument,  as  it  is  what,  in  refpedt 
to  the  German  war,  feems  mod  to  command 
the  public  attention,  which  is  the  quality, 

weight. 
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weight  and  reafon  of  our  great  expence,  as 
knowing  where  that  truely  lies,  may  open 
our  imaginations  toother  reflections,  than  what 
feem  at  prefcnt  fo  readily  to  catch  common 
apprehenfion,  and  hope  in  this  cafe,  that 
plain  reafoning,  and  evident  truth,  will  have 
the  happy  effeCt  propofed. 

Our  naval  power  is  florifliing  into  a  kind 
of  exuberancy,  it  fomewhat  refembles  a  tree, 
io  overburthened  with  fruit,  that  to  preferve 
the  main  flock  in  health  and  vigour,  three- 
fourths  of  its  produce  mud  be  diminilhed. 
An  overloaded  tree  is  a  fine  figure  to  the  eye, 
it  looks  blooming  and  profperous,  but  almoft 
certainly  foretels  its  doom. 

y 

Our  capital  Ihips  certainly  make  a  fine 
fhew  in  Plymouth  Sound,  at  Spithead,  and 
in  the  Downs ;  and  as  they  mu  ft  be  fome- 
rvhere,  would  be  very  well  at  either  of  thofe 
ports,  at  the  Nore,  or  in  Quiberon  Bay,  if 
there  was  not  two  obvious  objections.  Their 
prcfent  inutility,  and  the  number  of  fea- 
men  they  contain,  while  a  fufficient  number 
of  fmall  cruizers  are  wanting,  which  at  half 
the  expence  would  be  capable  of  real  fer- 
vice,  and  more  fupport  the  fpirits  of  our 

naval 
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naval  power,  than  raree-fliews  for  the  coun¬ 
try  people  to  gaze  at. 

It  is  true,  that  as  to  fuch  as  are  in  Qui- 
beron  Bay,  they  are  full  as  well  there  as  at 
Spithead,  and  fomcthing  more,  becaufe  they 
have  the  appearance  of  fcrvice,  tho’  at  an 
expence  greatly  inadequate  to  that  fervice, 
and  in  their  fituation  imprefs  feme  terror  on 
the  enemy,  tho’  it  may  not  be  readily  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  mod;  timorous  animal  would 
be  afraid  of  a  dead  lyon  ;  yet  as  other  divi- 
fions  of  our  fleets  are  properly  employed  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  Weft  Indies,  and  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  there  may  be  fomc  utility  in  this 
fourth  ftation,  and  fo  reafonable  a  provilion 
ready  in  all  our  ports  extremely  commenda¬ 
ble,  if  we  had  intended  a  Baltic  expedition, 
or  in  any  other  place  an  equal  enemy  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  and  at  the  fame  time  did  not 
want  fmall  cruizers  to  protect  our  com¬ 
merce. 

The  great  end  of  our  naval  force  is.  to  pro-  • 
tedt  our  commerce,  and  if  that  don’t  fully 
take  place  when  we  abfolutely  command  the 
fca,  and  have  teamen  in  pay  amply  fufficicnt 
to  that  end,  what  may  be  reafonably  ex¬ 
pected  if  a  naval  power  fhould  arife,  that 
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would  contend  with  us  for  the  dominion  of 

i  r 

the  ocean. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  while  the  fafhion  of 
talking  about  navies  is  in  vogue,  we  glory 
even  in  parade,  and  make  no  eftimation  ox 
that  immenfe  expence,  by  which  that  parade 
is  fupported,  and  fo  the  whole  outcry  of 
„  eXpence  is  at  the  charge  of  the  army,  and 
therefore  fhall  examine  that  matte  a  little 
farther. 

The  expence  of  the  army  is  certainly  very 
great,  but  the  reafon  of  fuch  expence  muft 

•  be  confidered  in  balance.  The  troops  in  the 
Eaft,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in  North 
America,  have  done  their  duty,  and  been 

•  on  hard  fervice  enough,  fuch  as  I  fliould  think 
merits  a  proper  reward,  over  and  above  any 
expence  on  their  account. 

As  to  the  troops  in  Germany,  we  have 
before  feen  -the  reafon,  why  the  expence 
there  could  not  be  honorably  avoided,  and 

•  in  my.  humble  opinion  ought  to  have  been 
confiderably  augmented,  as  the  reafon  is  the 
fame,  on  all  fides,  that  one  bold  pufh  favcs 
the  charge  of  many  loitering  campaigns,  as 
a  pertinaceous  enemy,  like  a  poifonous  ani¬ 
mal,  is  not  to  be  play’d  with,  but  dilpatch  d. 

Had 
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Had  this  been  confidered  many  years  pad:, 
our  expence  now  had  probably  been  a  trifle, 
we  had  /hewn  as  well  in  one  part  as  in  an¬ 
other  what  we  could  do  any  where,  and 
evinced  by  our  after  behaviour,  that  not  the 
dedrudion,  but  the  health  and  welfare  of 
mankind,  was  our  peculiar  care.  They  talk 
idly,  who  fuppofe  France  more  powerful  by 
land,  that  nation  will  ever  be  mod  power¬ 
ful,  who  can  bed  maintain  their  troops  ; 
and  as  they  are  to  be  had  for  money  any 
where,  it  is  not  which  nation  has  mod  land 
or  mod  fuhjeds,  but  they  who  can  bed 
condud  and  pay  them. 

The  notion  of  the  French  railing  army 
upon  army  in  a  former  war  is  nothing  to 
the  purpofe,  the  war  was  carried  on  in  an 
improper  region,  when  fortify’d  towns  were 
taken,  the  works  were  not  dedroyed  ;  with 
a  nation  really  potent,  Inch  a  war  might 
have  been  eternal ;  but  we  even  then  law 
that  the  French  were  not  that  potent  people 
the  world  imagined,  they  became  almod  in- 
fubfidant,  and  with  the  aid  of  much  art  and 
addrefs  on  the  one  lide,  and  fome  fmall  fpice 
of  linider  views  and  difhonefly  on  the  other, 
they  at  length  obtained  a  peace. 


Our 
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Our  troops,  it  is  true,  for  this  laft  year 
in  Germany,  have  been  almoft  as  inactive  as 
our  home  fleets,  and  I  fuppofe  for  the  fame 
reafon,  whatever  that  may  be  ;  but  there  is 
fomething  a  better  face  on  this  part  of  our 
expence,  they  were  not  fuperior  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  at  leafc  had  always  an  equal  adverfary 
to  contend  with,  fo  cannot  be  alike  fubjed 
to  the  fame  remark  ;  the  objedion  here  is, 
that  they  were  not  more  powerfully  en¬ 
forced,  and  confequently  more  fubjed  to 
adion  than  fupported  by  power  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  mod:  weighty  part  of  our  navy, 

"  S 

more  fupported  by  power,  than  fubjed  to 
adion  ;  fo  that  if  we  have  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  of  our  expence  in  any  light,  it  is  to 
the  German  war  not  being  pufh’d  to  a  bolder 
ifluc,  the  employing  of  ufelefs  capital  fhips, 
and  the  laft  year’s  inadivity  both  by  fea  and 
land  ;  it  being  evident  to  the  fkilful  in  com- 
mon  life,  that  expence  well  difpoled,  is  the 
teeming  mother  of  great  profit ;  it  is  not 
llightly  or  carelcfsly  manuring  our  lands  that 
brings  great  crops ;  nor  did  ever  merchant 
dream  of  amafling  great  wealth,  that  did 
not  rifque  much  expence  to  obtain  it ;  tho’ 
it  be  true  in  all  thefe  cafes  that  judgment 

fhould 
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ihould  have  the  firft  place,  yet  fame  hazard 
mud  be,  tho’  as  little  as  poffible  thrown  in¬ 
to  the  difpofition  of  fortune ;  he  who  ha¬ 
zards  every  thing,  has  more  fpirit  than  judg¬ 
ment  ;  and  he  who  rifques  nothing,  more 
judgment  than  fpirit,  in  great  defigns  they 
f  fhould  go  together,  but  it  is  true  in  war, 
that  the  bolded  bid  the  faired,  and  one  year’s 
fpirited  adfion  may  be  the  prefervation  of 
millions. 

It  behoves  us  then  to  purfue  our  courfa 
with  that  genuine  fpirit,  which  has  hiiherto 
/•  given  vigour  and  fuccefs  to  all  our  attempts, 
and  condrudting  on  that  bafis  fa  happy  a 
peace,  as  may  be  a  lading  memorial  of  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  p relent  age,  and  the  bed 
guide  for  the  conduct  of  poderity. 
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